
Bagging that bigger buck or bull is a never-ending goal for
many folks at Wooldridge Boats. As one season ends, preparing
for the next begins.

Every aspect of the hunt gets a look-see. Can we do better?

Each outing we learn
something new. Put in more
applications for special hunts.
Rebuild transfer cases and
differentials before they break.
Go to heavy duty 10 ply tires
before four wheeling in rough
terrain with sharp, hard rocks.
Get a plug-in carrier for the
trailer hitch; it's easier than
unpacking the Suburban to
load game.  Remember there
are some areas with absolutely
no cell phone service.  Carry
lots of rope.

We're going to do more
preseason scouting, pay more
attention to those smaller
patches of timber and brush
and move slower and glass
more and be better prepared
for the long shot.

This past season a couple of
big bucks roam free because
they were beyond our proven
range.

These recurring memories of
big bucks we left untouched
emphasize our need to
upgrade equipment and skills
for longer shots. We'll be
ready for those bucks we
passed on, this next season.

Of course we'd rather have
all bucks be close-in like those
Grant, Don and Jared shot at less than 150 yards. It was not
so easy for Glen (358 yards) and Paul (more than 400 yards).

Me, I passed on one the rangefinder wouldn't read at more
than 400 yards across a canyon.

Successful long range shooting requires a combination of the
right equipment, know-how and skill. You control the elements
you can, understand and adjust for those you can't. And, accept

that there are some shots you don't take.

First order of the day for many of us is more powerful optics
for spotting, rangefinding and shooting.

On the firepower end, we're
looking at ammo to help
enhance the long range
potential of our calibers,
.270 Win, 30-06 and .300
Win Mag, which at this
point, we're comfortable
with.

Our game plan includes
revisiting the reloading
bench and working up some
new ultra-long range loads,
testing and fine tuning them
at the range.

We're also going to be
pulling the trigger on some
of the new hyper-velocity
off-the-shelf ammo, while
memories (and venison) are
fresh from this past season.

There are many challenges
when it comes to the best
ammo for long range. You
want a flat trajectory (good
aerodynamics-ballistic
coefficient) with optimum
accuracy, you need good
down range energy and
perhaps most of all, a bullet
that will provide effective
and predictable killing
power at given  ranges.

That means if a big buck
jumps up at 75 yards (high
velocity) the bullet has got
to hold together and at 400

yards (lower velocity) it's still got to open up with killing
performance.

The Barnes TTSX (www.barnesbullets.com) gets the job done
at both ends of the shooting spectrum, thanks to a unique all-
copper design Randy Brooks pioneered decades ago. The
TTSX is the latest evolution of the bullet and it was the Barnes
130 grain (.270 Win) that provided the knockdown power on
Paul's 400-plus yard kill.

Long Range Fixin’s: Remington .300 Win Mag, Swarovski 3-18x50,
Federal Vital-Shok Ammo and reloading vitals: Barnes Manual,
TTSX Copper Bullets and Power Pro Powder.

Glen and Grant Wooldridge are all smiles with their fine muleys.
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Grant Wooldridge, Paul and I are going to do lots of testing
with this bullet, stepping up velocities to take advantage of its
broad performance band, fine ballistic coefficient and superb
accuracy. Front runners include Barnes TTSX BT in 110 and
130 grain for the .270 and 130, 150
and 168 grain for the .30 caliber
We've got some other candidates
waiting in the wings.

And, we're working up some loads
for the .260 Remington for our
granddaughter Katrina's first hunt.

We're looking at several powders
most compatible with each caliber
and bullet, with a particular eye
towards the Power Pro and Reloder
powders (www.alliantpowder.com)

Folks who don't reload can take
advantage of the Barnes Bullets,
too. We're taking an up-close and
personal look at some of the hyper-
velocity and long range factory loads
from Federal Cartridge that feature
this same bullet in several calibers.
We've found Federal's accuracy
superb and their loads consistently
chronograph per their charts.

That makes it easy to go on their
website (www.federalcartridge.com)
pick a load, and identify trajectories
out to 500 yards, in a heartbeat.

That offers an excellent off-the-shelf
option for the long range shooter.

The key, with the handloads and
factory fodder is its real
performance with each shooter in
their given gun. Flat trajectory and
effective energy at the killing range
is a must, as is the ability of the
shooter to accurately put a bullet in the boiler room.

And, after you gear up, it takes real practice and verification
of trajectories to get it right.

That's why we're going to put in time at the range getting the
right results at 100, 200 and 300 yards before we move on to
the longer shots.

After spending too many times the past two seasons looking
through the binoculars, spotting scope, (often rangefinders),
and rifle scope, in that order, and ultimately wishing for more
viewing power on the rifle, I made a riflescope change.

The goal is to make it easier
to sort out the big'uns and go
directly from check it out to
pull the trigger.

Part of that decision to make
the move now was based on
the introduction of
Swarovski's new Z-6 model
with the 3-18x50
(www.swarovskioptik.com).

My go-to gun most of the
time (it has served me
flawlessly for more than 3
decades) is a Remington
Model 700 BDL in 300 Win
Mag with a 3-9x40
Swarovski.

This gun gets the nod for bear
and elk, as well as deer.  That
means some close-in
shooting and I haven't wanted
to give up that wide field of
view at three power.

This new offering appealed
as I wanted more
magnification at the top end.
The 3-18x50 Swarovski rifle
scope seems perfect.

Initial results verify. Cuddled
up to Talley rings and bases,
I've given up nothing on the
bottom end and doubled the
maximum magnification.

The 3-9x40 Swarovski scope isn't going into storage, it has
gracefully landed on the Model 700 .260 Remington Katrina
will hunt with this fall.

  - Vence Malernee

Next - More upgrades and work continues.
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